
Town of Oneonta Fire District 

Meeting Minutes – Regular Meeting 

June 12, 2018 

 

Attendance: Michelle Catan , Johna Peachin, Ron Peters,  Fernando Volpe 

Absent: Alan Rubin 

 

Members of the Public: Marsha Tiemann 

 

Ms. Peachin called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.  

 

Minutes: Mr. Volpe made a motion to accept the May 2018 minutes.  Mr. Peters seconded the motion.  Passed 4-0. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The City reported that they lost the check for contract payment #1.  A stop payment will be placed on 

the check and a new check will be issued. 

There was discussion about a donation to Elm Park Church for the use of their building for meetings.  Mr. Volpe made a 

motion to donate $50 per month to Elm Park in two installments of six months each.  Ms. Catan seconded the motion.  

Passed 4-0 

Balances are as follows:  Money Market Account - $857,890.90.  $370,000.00 was transferred to the checking account for 

the June payment to the City.  Checking: $372,591.20.  There was a payment to the secretary/treasurer in the amount of 

507.92.  Mr. Peters made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report.  Ms. Catan seconded the motion.  Passed 4-0 

 

Ms. Peachin reported that Mr. Rubin met with the City on May 21, 2018.  He offered $960,000.00 for the fire contract.  

The City is insisting on $1.1 million.  

 

Ms. Peachin reported that she has contacted the Office of State Comptroller.  Mitch Morse, the attorney for the OSC for 

this region has answered questions posed by Bob Wood, Town Supervisor.  He read from a log what he explained to Mr. 

Wood.  Mr. Morse cannot get involved in a procedural contract. 

 

Ms. Peachin also spoke to Alan Zimmerman, OSC auditor.  He informed Ms. Peachin that a municipality is able to exceed 

the tax cap as long as they are in compliance with the rules.  Mr. Zimmerman conducted a preliminary audit and will 

conduct a full audit in August or September.  He will audit the billing practices of the City of Oneonta ambulance services 

and billing for residents of the Oneonta Fire District. 

 

Town Safety Committee – Ms. Peachin reported that some progress has been made with 1:1 discussions with the Town 

Board.  Mr. Wood is reluctant.  Some board members are more accepting of the commissioner’s position.  The pressure of 

dissolution of the fire district may sway some board members. 

 

Dissolution Procedure: There is only a small window of time for the dissolution process.  The proposed budget must be 

submitted to the Town by September 27.  A public hearing on dissolution of the fire district must be held in a timely 

manner.  There would be no tax levy from the fire district so the Town would need to be aware for their budget 

preparation process.  The plan is to adopt a resolution to dissolve at the July 10 meeting.  A public hearing would be held 

at the regular meeting on August 14.  The proposed date of dissolution would be 9/28/2018.  Ms. Catan commented that 

the Town Board was upset by the possibility of dissolution of the fire district. However, the commissioners informed the 

Town of the unfair billing practices and taxation in September 2017.  The City has a responsibility to be fair and 

equitable.  Mr. Peters said that the preference is not to dissolve.  However, if there is no progress, there is no choice but to 

dissolve.  Fire protection is mandatory but ambulance service is not.  The Town has the option to choose ambulance 

service and also has more leverage with the City.  Dissolution results in a fire protection district.  

 

Mr. Volpe made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Mr. Peters seconded the motion.  Passed 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 

6:59 PM. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

 

Erica N. LaBuz 

Secretary  


