
 
 

Town of Oneonta Fire District 

Meeting Minutes – Regular Meeting and Public Hearing 

July 11, 2017 

Attendance: Present: Donald Lamanna, Eugene Molinari, Johna Peachin, Fernando Volpe 

Absent: Michael Butler,  

 

Members of the Public: Bonnie Molinari, Trish Kent, Steve Kent, Marsha Tiemann 

 

Ms. Peachin called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 PM.  

 

Mr. Lamanna made a motion to accept the June 2017 minutes. Mr. Molinari seconded the motion.  Passed 3-0. Ms. 

Peachin abstained because she was not at the June meeting. 

 

Treasurers Report (Attachment 1): The Treasurer reported the deposits and payments for June. The first of three 

payments for $350,000.00 to the City of Oneonta was made. The secretary/treasurer received the first of two payments.  

There were no invoices to present for payment.  Mr. Volpe made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report. Mr. Lamanna 

seconded the motion. Passed 4-0. 

 

Procurement Policy (Attachment 2):  Ms. Peachin explained the need for a procurement policy.  Mr. Volpe made a 

motion to accept the procurement policy. Mr. Lamanna seconded the motion. Passed 4-0. 

 

Investment Policy (Attachment 3): Ms. Peachin presented the investment policy.  The funds on deposit at the Bank of 

Cooperstown exceed FDIC limits.  We may have to deposit funds at several banks in order to be insured. Mr. Molinari 

made a motion to accept the Investment Policy.  Mr. Volpe seconded the motion.  Passed 4-0. 

 

Independent Audit for 2016: Two CPA firms submitted proposals to conduct an independent audit of the 2016 fiscal 

year.  Bryans and Gramuglia CPAs, LLC submitted a proposal with a flat rate of $3,000.00. They have experience 

auditing not for profit agencies and fire districts.  A second firm proposed a rate plus additional fees.  Mr. Volpe made a 

motion to accept the proposal from Bryans and Gramuglia CPAs, LLC.  Mr. Lamanna seconded the motion.  Passed 4-0. 

 

Funds need to be transferred from the Consultant line to an Audit line.  Mr. Lamanna made a motion to transfer 

$3,000.00 from the Consultant line to the Audit line.  Mr. Volpe seconded the motion.  Passed 4-0. 

 

Task Force Report: Negotiations are at a standstill.  The City is not budging. There is an offer of $1.1 million with no 

increases for a period on the table.  The city manager is beginning in August and the fire district is regrouping due to a 

resignation.  Mr. Molinari asked about the gag order that the City requested.  He believes that it is better to keep the 

Town residents informed.  

 

To assist with negotiations, the fire district needs an individual with experience dealing with the press, with negotiating 

skills and someone who the City’s Director of Finance will respect.  

 

Ms. Peachin said that volunteer fire fighters and an insurance representative will attend the August meeting to educate 

the commissioners, give guidance and talk about recruitment.   

 

Mr. Butler submitted a letter of resignation for personal reasons.  There will be no further meetings with the City until the 

fire commissioners regroup. 

 

Mr. Volpe made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Molinari seconded the motion.  Approved 4-0. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 PM 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 

 

 

Erica N. LaBuz 

Secretary  


